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Other [FREE] Opportunities to 
Connect with Nature  
events@masonvillecove.org for 
more information or to pre-
register  
call 410-246-0669, x100. 

Thur, 10/4, 5-7pm Fall Crafts- 
Wreaths, Pollinator Plants & 
Pumpkins 
Tues, 10/11, 10am-12pm 2nd 
Tuesdays with Masonville 
Stewards-Gardens go to bed 
Tues,10/25 9am-12pm Citizen 
Science, Scientific Monitoring 

 

An urban wildlife refuge partnership

October Open Hours  

The Conservation Area 
is open to the public: 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

Sat 
9am-1pm 

Closed 
on 
Sundays 

Campus Closed: 10/13-16 

FREE Programming for Families  
To reserve your spot, email 
programs@masonvillecove.org or 
call 410-246-0669 x102 
Sat, 10/1 9:30-10:30am, 
11am-12pm Science Alive for kids 
<5: Hard and Soft Things in Nature 
Tues, 10/11 2-3pm Guided Nature 
Walk~Plants & Pollinators 
Fri, 10/21 10-11am Science Alive 
for kids <5: Wiggling Worms 
Sat, 10/22 10-11am Family Outing: 
Walk to the Waterfront 
Sat, 10/29 10-11am Guided 
Nature Walk~Plants & Pollinators 

MCEEC Contact Information 
1000 Frankfurst Avenue,  
Baltimore MD 21226 

Phone: 410-246-0669, ext.100 
Website: www.masonvillecove.org  

Email:  
For inquiries related to educational 
programs, 
info@masonvillecove.org  

For inquiries related to 
volunteering, 
friends@masonvillecove.org 
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News from Masonville 
Cove Environmental 
Education Campus

 

Pollinators at Masonville 
   We continue to develop and sustain gardens of native 
plant species. These gardens help educate visitors, 
volunteers and students about plants that are native to 
Maryland. Even more important is that they attract pollinator 
insects, Did you know that insects are partners in agriculture 
by pollinating food crops such as apples, squashes, and 
berries? So give thanks to pollinators for that pumpkin pie 
and cranberry sauce that will be on your Thanksgiving table.  
Pollinators need a patch of flowers for food, host plants to 
make their nests or lay eggs and plants that are free of 
pesticides. Adults and larvae of the same species may have 
different habitat requirements, so providing a diverse offering 
of plant species is important.  

   This season our focus was on 
improving habitat for Monarch 
butterflies whose numbers are 
dwindling. During this year’s 
growing season, several groups 
came to Masonville and planted 
hundreds of small milkweed 
plants or scattered thousands of 
cold-conditioned (vernalized) 
seeds. There was an established 
patch of common milkweed near 
the outfall stream. In late 

September the adult monarchs began to show up in 
noticeable numbers.  We observed that patch of milkweed 
for larvae. The photo shows one plant with 3 late stage 
caterpillars. We also observed a female laying an egg on the 
underside of a milkweed leaf.  

 Ben Franklin High School Students join Monitoring 
at Masonville Cove 
   A team of students from Ms Clayton’s environmental 
science class at Ben Franklin High School learned first-hand 
about monitoring practices at Masonville Cove. Gaby Roffe 
of the National Aquarium and Leah Davis of US Fish and 

Wildlife Service have been working 
with BFHS students on various 
conservation projects at the school. 
During September they made a 
field trip to Masonville Cove and 
joined Living Classrooms Educators 
in measuring water quality 
parameters such as salinity, 
temperature, pH and dissolved 
oxygen and sampling for wildlife 
such as fish in the cove and stream 
areas. 
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Volunteer News at Masonville Cove  

  We continue to offer regular volunteer events at 
Masonville Cove. You can join MC Stewards for a 
project on the 2nd Tuesdays each month. In October 
we’ll work on getting the gardens ready for winter 
and in November we’ll work on the nature trails. In 
addition you learn about the site by doing Citizen 
Science: Monitoring for wildlife and for water quality. 
These typically occur at the end of the month.  

   You may be part of an organization that wants to 
give back to the community by doing a volunteer 
project such as a shoreline cleanup or work in the 
garden. Please contact info@masonvillecove.org .  

Upcoming Events 

   Masonville Cove offers a variety of programs for 
young children, families, and volunteers. Together, 
families can engage in outdoor activities focused on 
nature walks on Saturdays that feature a MC 
destination(10/22) or on Guided Nature Walks(10/11 & 
10/29) led by a MD Master Naturalist. The site grows 
more mature season by season.You can join a monthly 
stewardship (10/11) or monitoring event(10/25) to 
improve or observe the habitat in the conservation 
area.  

   Check for our public events at 
www.masonvillecove.org and click on the calendar 
tab.  

Fall Crafts ~ a fun event for families 
  The Great Room was alive with 
activity as nine families arrived ready 
to decorate pumpkins (and 
themselves) with happy paint colors. 
In addition they heard that Irish 
immigrants introduced the Jack 
O’Lantern tradition to America.  The 
spotlight was on native plants, too. 
Participants learned about the variety 
of native plants on the MC property. 
They used sprigs of these plants to 

adorn grapevine wreaths, creating beautiful and sweet 
smelling wreaths for their homes.  

Shoreline Cleanup The National Aquarium 
Conservation Team organized a shoreline cleanup in 
mid September as part of the Ocean Conservancy’s 
International Coastal Cleanup Day. Hundreds of 
pounds of marine debris were removed from the 
shoreline at the Cove. All that work stimulated 
appetites and a pizza lunch for volunteers was a big hit.  

About Masonville Cove and the Campus... 
Masonville Cove is located on 70 acres of water and 54 acres of cleaned-up 
land including wetlands, nature trails, and a protected bird sanctuary. The 
Masonville project developed from mitigation tied to the creation of a 
Dredged Material Containment Facility (DMCF) by the Maryland Port 
Administration (MPA). This created an opportunity for the local residents and 
schoolchildren (from Brooklyn, Curtis Bay, and Cherry Hill) to connect with 
their natural environment and participate in meaningful stewardship projects 
related to Masonville Cove and their communities. 

MPA worked with the community associations from Brooklyn and Curtis Bay, 
the Living Classrooms Foundation, and the National Aquarium to create the 
Masonville Cove Environmental Education Campus (MCEEC). Maryland 
Environmental Service coordinates the mitigation project. The MCEEC has 
been a model for community involvement and environmental awareness 
from its inception to its opening as a landmark urban environmental 
education center. The sustainable growth of this urban wilderness 
conservation area and its wetlands will remind the community that they are 
a part of something positive for generations to come. 

A Partnership among:  

Maryland Port Administration 

Living Classrooms Foundation 

National Aquarium 

Maryland Environmental Service 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Scenes at Masonville Cove: Dotted Horsemint(Monarda punctata); Ben Franklin Students measure amounts of 
oxygen dissolved  in the water at field trip; Volunteers at International Coastal Cleanup hosted by partner National 
Aquarium Conservation Team; MC Educators monitoring Monarch larvae on milkweed plants.  
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